CCript : “Fun facts about groundhogs !”

Groundhogs or some people Call them woodchucks belong to g group Of ahimals Called
rodents.

All rodents have sharp front teeth Called inCisors. You have inCisors too. They’re the
four front teeth right in the front of your mouth on the top and the bottom. They
Kkeep growing longer and longer. If the groundhog didnt do something to keep its
inCisors from growing, like other rodents, Chew Or hot oh things like stiCKs and trees.
This wears their teeth down and keeps them hiCe and short. SO, if you see a
groundhog chewing oh wood it’s probably not eating it. It’s just filing down its front
teeth, but groundhogs do eat |0ts Of different things. Its diet is mostly plants like
grasses, berries ahd nhuts, but they'll also eat small insects, grubs and shails, if they
Canh find them and when they’re not out [00king for food, groundhogs hide sleep and
raise their families in lohg underground tunnels Called burrows.

Burrows can be really big. Manhy of them are about as lohg as five or siX Cars parked
end-to-end and every burrow typiCally has two main rooms. Ohe is used as Kihd of a
living room for sleeping and hanhging out and the other is used only as a bathroom.
Burrows are also where groundhogs hibernate.

Hibernation is Kind of like a deep sleep that some ahimals settle into in order to make
it through the winter. When groundhogs hibernate, their heart rate slows down from
about 80 beats a minute to as few four Or five beats a mihute and during hiberhation
the groundhogs body temperature Changes to. Groundhogs normally have a body
temperature that's pretty Close t0 yours about 37 degrees Celsius or 98.6 degrees
Fahrenheit, but when theyre hibernating, their body temperature drops all the way
down to about 5 degrees Celsius or 41 degrees Fahrenheit.



